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If you identified him as Peter 
Loramie, you would be cor-
rect!  
 
The Wilderness Trail Mu-
seum’s latest acquisition is a 
life-size museum-quality cus-
tom figurine of Pierre-Louis 
de Lorimier. The figure was 
designed to look as much like 
Peter Loramie as limited his-
torical descriptions tell. Ac-
cording to a report by Merri-
weather Lewis, who visited 
Loramie in Cape Girardeau in 
1803, Loramie was about 5′8″ 
tall, dark skin and eyes, with 
hair so long he tied it in a 
queue, which reached down to 
his knees. James Audubon, 
who also visited Loramie in 
Cape Girardeau, reported that 
he had a “beak-like” nose. We 
also know that he was of  

Name this Frontiersman 

French and Indian ancestry, and was likely of slim build as a result of his life on 
the Ohio frontier. 
 
Volunteers are working on period clothing and a backdrop appropriate for  
Loramie’s time and livelihood in this area. We hope to have the exhibit available 
for viewing sometime this summer.  



 
  

 

 

Museum Donations 
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From the American Legion 

The Fort Loramie American Legion Post 355 recently donated a 
historic settee to the Historical Association. The settee was made 
for the 1933 World’s Fair in Chicago – A Century of Progress 
International Exposition.  There were 34 settees made for the 
Ohio exhibit, all of which were built in Ohio of native black wal-
nut. The upholstery was hand-hooked from virgin Ohio wool by 
Ohio women. All designs are original and no two of the 34 were 
alike. Each had a back with a silhouette that portrayed a high-
light of Ohio’s history. A lettered inscription describing the ep-
isode in the silhouette appeared above it.  

After the close of the fair in 1935, members of the Fort Loramie 
Village Beautiful Club and the American Legion Post were able 
to obtain the settee, and it was kept by the American Legion 
where it was displayed up until its donation to the museum.  

From the Albers Family 

This trunk belonged to Bernard and Maria Anna Albers who im-
migrated from Germany in 1838. The trunk is a beautiful exam-
ple of the “luggage” used by immigrants to transport their be-
longings when they came to our area in the early 1800s.  

 

The Fort Loramie settee depicts a silhouette of Peter 
Loramie’s trading post. The inscription above it reads: 
“Peter Loramie’s Store. This French trader was not 
only a bitter enemy of the Americans, but in the manner 
of his countrymen had gained great influence with the 
Indians. His trading post in Western Ohio became the 
headquarters of mischief against the settlers until it 
was destroyed by George Rogers Clark in 1782.” 

In 1910, Bernard’s grandson John opened a hardware and build-
ing supply store in Fort Loramie. John’s three sons, William, 
Lawrence, and John Jr., became associated with the establish-
ment. The business dealt in hardware, cabinetry, lumber, and 
plumbing and heating until 1965 when it was sold to Don 
Braun.  

John Albers Jr. married Victoria Borchers in 1937. They had 
five children, the oldest of whom was Madeline “Sis” Albers. 

Jim Maurer, the oldest son of Madeline and James Maurer, 
was instrumental in bringing the family donations to the mu-
seum from the home of his aunt, Pat Albers, who graciously 

This donated cash register was used in the Albers store for 
many years. According to a label on the bottom of the cash 
drawer, it was ordered January 27, 1913. It has been refur-
bished and is in perfect working condition. 

____________________________________________________ 



 
  

 

 

Museum Improvements 
Last November the Board voted to approve funds for additional display cases in 
the Military Room. That area has been rearranged to allow visitors to enjoy more 
displays of local artifacts, especially items recovered from the sites of Loramie’s 
trading post and the fort. Bob Kuck has kindly loaned a portion of his collection 
to the museum, which is displayed in the cases shown on the right. 

In June, an existing display case that had 
divided the military room into two sec-
tions was removed. Jack Hoying deliv-
ered four new cases, which were in-
stalled along the north and south walls in 
the area next to the Millinery Room. The 
entire room is now much more open and 
available for exhibits. 
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 Those of you who 
help out in the 
kitchen at our annual 
Christmas Dinners 
will be excited to 
learn that we have a 
new dishwasher! 

The commercial-grade Hobart dish-
washer has a two-minute cycle time 
with a sanitizer. This will enable those 
doing our Christmas dinner dishes to 
clean and sanitize approximately 25 
racks of dishes per hour! 

A group of volunteers spent a Saturday working on cleaning and reorganizing the museum barn. There is still work to be done, 
but we hope to open the barn for visitors soon so they can see the many large items we have stored there. 
 

  

 

 



 
 

  

Historic Barns  

Board Update 

 

The five historical societies of the 
Countywide Historical Alliance, Inc., 
(Anna, Botkins, Jackson Center, Fort 
Loramie, and Sidney) have collabo-
rated on a calendar featuring 14 historic 
barns located in Shelby County. The 
2023 monthly wall calendar and set of 
notecards feature barns from each of 
the Shelby County townships.  
 
Artist Robert Kroeger of Cincinnati, 
author of Historic Barns of Ohio, com-
pleted paintings of all the barns that ap-
pear in the calendar. His original barn 
paintings will be displayed at the 
Shelby County Fair and will be auc-
tioned off online between July 5th and 
July 29th. Proceeds will go to the Alli-
ance, and funds will be available for 
each of the five historical societies. 

 

The calendars and notecards can be pur-
chased at the Wilderness Trail Museum, or 
any of the county museums, for $15 each. 
They will also be on sale at the Shelby 
County Fair. For anyone wishing to bid on 
an original painting, the online site is 
troykies.hibid.com.  
 
The barn selected for McLean Township 
was the Ken Ernst farm on Barhorst Road. 
The painting, titled “The Road Leads 
Home,” includes the following description:  
  
“It’s easy to see why this farm founder, Jo-
seph Ernst – who immigrated here from 
Germany in 1852 – chose this land to farm. 
From a distance the fields stretch far and 
wide, ideal for agriculture. Twenty years 
later, around 1870, he built this barn, which 
his great-grandson Ken Ernst now uses for 
cattle and straw. Ken told us that Joseph 
used sawmills instead of hand-hewing 
beams from trees on the property. Indeed the 

beams are sawn but still connected in traditional timber framing 
with mortise and tenon joints, held with wooden pegs. Today 
the 200 acres of farmland produce corn, soybeans, and wheat. 
Ken also raises dairy cows. And after 150 years, the road still 
leads home.” 
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Fort Loramie Historical Association 
Cape Girardeau and St. Louis 

October 21-24, 2022 

 

Join us as we travel by bus to Missouri to visit Cape Girardeau, the town established by Pierre- 
Louis de Lorimier (Peter Loramie) after he left Ohio, and the nearby city of St. Louis. 

October 21:  This morning we will depart from the parking lot at St. Michael Catholic Church in 
Fort Loramie promptly at 8:00 am. Our destination this day is Cape Girardeau. We will stop at 
Niemerg’s Steakhouse ($$) in Effingham, Illinois, for lunch. We will overnight at the Drury Plaza 
Hotel in Cape Girardeau. 

October 22:  Our day will begin with a 
tour of the Red House – the recreated 
trading post and home of Louis Lorimier. 
After that we will visit the Cape River Her-
itage Museum, followed by lunch at the 
historic Port Cape Girardeau Restaurant 
along the Mississippi River. There will be 
time for viewing the retaining wall, which 
features murals of Lorimier and Lewis & 
Clark. 

Our next stop this day is the Old Lorimier 
Cemetery. We will visit the gravesites of 
Lorimier and his wife Charlotte; Dr. Frank 
Nichols will guide us through the cemetery 
with fascinating stories and the history of 
the people laid to rest there. 

After our cemetery tour, we will travel to quaint downtown Jackson, Missouri, where we will hear 
more about Lorimier as we visit the Cape Girardeau County History Center. There will be free 
time to visit the shops and eateries. 

From Jackson, we travel on to St. Louis for our two-night stay at the Drury Plaza Hotel at the 
Arch.  

October 23:  This morning we will depart our 
hotel at 8:30 am to attend 10:00 Mass at the St. 
Louis Basilica. Time will be allowed before 
Mass for self-guided tours of the Basilica. 

After Mass, we will travel on to the Anheuser-
Busch Brewery for a tour and lunch in their 
Biergarten ($$). 

At 3:00 pm we will depart for the Gateway Arch 
and Museum ($$), followed by a Riverboat 
Dinner Cruise on the Mississippi River. 

After a busy day, we will return to the hotel. 

October 24:  Rise and shine for an early morning departure heading back to Fort Loramie. 

  

Lorimier's Red House 



 

Items included in this weekend getaway are: 

 Bus transportation and gratuity 
 One night at the Drury Plaza Hotel Cape Girardeau – breakfast and happy hour in-

cluded 
 Two nights at the Drury Plaza Hotel at the Arch – breakfast and happy hour included 
 Lunch at Port Cape Girardeau Restaurant 
 Riverboat Dinner Cruise 

 

Most attractions are included. Gateway Arch tours may cost additional and are op-
tional. 

A nonrefundable deposit of $75 is required to hold your seat. 

 

Prices per person are: 

 Single – $911.25 Triple – $505.00 

 Double – $606.00 Quad – $453.50 

 

Please include this form with cash or check for deposit by August 19, payable to: 

Global Escapes 

178 W. 4th Street 

Minster, OH  45865 

 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________   Email:  ________________________________ 

Rooming with?  ________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact (not on this trip, name and phone number): 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Food allergies or restrictions?  _____________________________________________ 

 

The bus capacity for this trip is 55 seats, and reservations will be accepted on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  

Questions?  Contact: Carla Morsey at Global Escapes, 419-305-1266 

 

Thank you! 



  

Local Museums to Visit: 
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Please call prior to visiting to check on any 
changes to hours. 

 
Shelby County Historical Society 

Ross Historical Center 
201 N. Main Street 
Sidney, OH   45365 

937-498-1653 
Mon-Fri: 1-5 PM  

Sat: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
www.shelbycountyhistory.com 

 
Anna District Historical Society 

112 W. Main Street 
Anna, OH  45302 
www.adhs-oh.org 

 
Botkins Historical Society 

403 W. State Street 
Botkins, OH  45306 

937-726-2718 
www.botkinshistory.org 

 
Jackson Center Historical Society 

209 W. Pike Street 
Jackson Center, OH  45334 

 
Minster Historical Society 

112 W. 4th Street 
Minster, OH  45865 

419-628-4600 
www.minsterhistoricalsociety.com 

Tue: 10-2, Sun: 1-3, groups by  
appointment  

 
New Bremen Historic Association 

120 N. Main Street 
New Bremen, OH   45869 

419-629-1014 
www.newbremenhistory.org 

 
Ft. Recovery State Museum 

1 Fortsite Street 
Ft. Recovery, OH  45846 

419-375-4649 
800-283-8920 

June-Aug: 12-5 PM 
May & Sept: 12-5 PM Weekends,  

Memorial Day & Labor Day 
www.fortrecoverymuseum.com 

Local Museums to Visit 
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Membership Meetings 
 
The remaining membership meetings for 2022 are scheduled for August 18 and 
October 20. After a brief meeting on each date, we hope to travel to the Packer 
Historical Center in Anna, which houses the collection of the Anna District 
Historical Society and the fort site dig at the Fleckenstein farm. We are not yet 
certain which trip we will make at which meeting, so keep an eye on your e-
mail for further information. If you would like to participate in our membership 
activities and are not a member of the Historical Association, you can join by 
using the form on the last page of this newsletter, or online at www.fortloram-
iehistory.com/membership. 

 

 

 

Over 150 people were in 
attendance at our April 
Artifacts Show to view an 
extensive display of local 
artifacts and listen to a 
presentation by Bob 
Hunter on his book Road 
to Wapatomica. If you 
would like to share Bob’s 
journey through the old 
Northwest and his dis-
covery of local history, 
you can purchase his 
book on Amazon or pick 
one up at the Wilderness 
Trail Museum. We are 
open from 1 to 4 every 
Sunday, June – Septem-
ber.   

More than two 
dozen members of 
the Seniors group 
from St. Michael 
and Sts. Peter and 
Paul Churches vis-
ited the Wilderness 
Trail Museum in 
May for a talk and 
tour by Museum 
Curator Jim Rosen- 
garten. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can join the FLHA or renew your membership online on our Website at 
https://www.fortloramiehistory.com/membership/. You can pay with a credit or 
debit card or by using PayPal. You also have the option of printing and sending in 
a form from the Website, or you can use the form below and mail it with a check 
to FLHA, P.O. Box 276, Fort Loramie, OH  45845. 

Membership 

Contact us at 937-295-3998         www.fortloramiehistory.com 

You can support the Wilderness Trail 
Museum and the Fort Loramie His-
torical Association by shopping Am-
azonSmile. When you shop at Ama-
zonSmile, Amazon will donate a per-
centage of your eligible purchases to 
the Fort Loramie Historical Associa-
tion. Please help us by shopping Am-
azonSmile! 
 
To sign up for AmazonSmile and 
support the Fort Loramie Historical 
Association, go to https://smile.ama-
zon.com/. Once you have signed up, 
make your purchases count by shop-
ping at the AmazonSmile site. We ap-
preciate your support! 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please 

submit your email address to reporter@fortloramiehistory.com 

 

 
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _________________________________________________ 
 

     _________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone:  _____________________ Cell: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________________ 
 
☐ I am enclosing $12 for 2022 dues   Additional donation:  _________ 
 

I wish to receive the newsletter by MAIL  /  E-MAIL (circle one) 
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