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A Quarterly Newsletter of the Fort Loramie Historical Association 

We welcome our newly elected and re-elected members of the Board of Directors, 
Jack Hoying, John Meyer, and Char Henkaline; we thank them for serving our or-
ganization. The following officers were installed at the March board meeting: Ken 
Gigandet, President; Mike Busse, Vice President; Char Henkaline, Secretary; and 
Lynn Gusching, Treasurer.  
 
We are always in need of volunteers in many areas. Would you like to be a Docent 
and give tours of the Museum (training is provided!). Do you have skills, interests or 
talents that you could offer to our organization? Contact any of the following Com-
mittee Chairs for more information on how you can help! 
 
Finance Committee, Lynn Gusching – 937-726-5368 
Communications and Publicity Committee, Ann Stidd – 937-295-2628 
Events and Activities Committee, Lynn Gusching – 937-726-5368 
Buildings and Grounds Committee, Mike Busse – 937-638-0174 
Genealogy Committee, Larry DeLoye – 937-658-0864 
Historical Research Committee, Karen Anthony – 937-295-2353 
Museum Curator, Jim Rosengarten – 937-726-0847 

Membership Meeting Presentation 
 At our February membership 

meeting, Ken Sowards gave a 
great presentation on the work 
being done at the Fleckenstein 
farm, which will continue this 
spring. Ken is a member of 
Wayne’s Legion Research 
Group and has been on site with 
the team as they located and be-
gan uncovering the exact loca-
tion of Anthony Wayne’s fort.  
 

 



  

 

 

 

The Fort Loramie Indian 

appeared in Demuth’s catalog where it is listed as “Indian 
Chief No. 53”. Demuth exhibited the statue at both the Phil-
adelphia Centennial Expo and the 1893 Chicago World’s 
Fair.  

In 1873, J. L. Mott Iron Works Company of New York pur-
chased the design from Demuth, and from 1887 to 1912 
used the design to produce statues cast in zinc. After 1900 
the statues began to appear in public parks and town squares. 
There were 25 known statues, some of which are still in ex-
istence; they can be found in parks in Cincinnati; Barberton, 
Ohio; Schenectady, New York; Tilton, New Hampshire; 
Cusco, Peru; and many other small towns. 

The statue has different names and tribal lineages associated 
with it, depending on the location. In Schenectady he is 
named Lawrence after the Christian Mohawk who was a 
great friend of the early settlers. In Barberton he represents 
Chief Hopocan, a Delaware tribal chief and member of the 
Wolf Clan. In Tilton, New Hampshire, he is called Squan-
tum after a Pawtuxet Indian; and in Chattanooga, Georgia, 
he is Sequoah, a Cherokee Indian. In Cincinnati, the statue, 
which is a Cincinnati Historic Landmark, is located in 
Thornton Triangle Park, and is called Tecumseh after the 
Shawnee leader who led the resistance against white expan-
sion into Ohio.  

At some point our Fort Loramie statue affectionally came to 
be called Peter Loramie (or just “Pete”), after the namesake 
of the village. Interestingly enough, the mother of the real 

Peter Loramie was a member of a Canadian Tribe, likely a 
Mohawk. When he lived in this area, Peter Loramie was a 
great friend to the local Shawnees, many of whom followed 
him to Missouri when he left. 

In 1914, the Village Beautiful Club of Fort Loramie purchased 
an “Indian Chief No. 53” statue for $100 from the estate of 
Julius Boesel, where it had stood in the yard of his Queen 
Anne mansion north of New Bremen. 

  

Julius Bosel Home - New Bremen 

The 7-foot hollow cast-zinc statue was moved via canal boat 
to the bank of the Miami-Erie Canal in Fort Loramie. It stood 
there until around 1946 when the canal there was filled. It was 
moved to the elementary/high school on Elm Street. 

In the years that followed, the statue repeatedly became the 
target for vandals. In 1964 a group of young men from out of 
town attacked the statue with a street sign. Already missing 
both hands and other pieces, this attack cost the Indian part of 
his left arm and hair braid, and it left several gaping holes. In 
1966, the Fort Loramie High School Student Council decided 
that it was time for a restoration of the statue. Students gath-
ered the pieces, some of which had been rescued and stored by 
elementary school teachers, Miss Quinlin and Miss 
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The statue of an 
Eastern Woodlands 
Native American 
that stands in the 
main hall at Fort Lo-
ramie High School 
has a long history. 
The original statue 
was a carving done 
by wood carver 
Samuel Anderson 
Robb around 1860 
for William Demuth 
who specialized in 
selling cigar store 
Indians. The statue 



 
 

The Fort Loramie Indian (continued) 
 
 
Fleckenstein, and took them to Esther Henke of Henke’s Re-
ligious Gift Shop in Newport. Mrs. Henke, along with her 
husband Chris and son Tom, set about replacing and welding 
the missing pieces and repainting the statue in full color. 
Chris Henke’s brother, William Henke, straightened the In-
dian’s 6-foot-long iron bow. The restored statue was re-
turned to the school and placed on a concrete base paid for 
by the Student Council and installed by the FFA. The class 
of 1966 donated a wrought iron fence to surround the statue.  

Only two years later, the statue was ‘kidnapped’ from the 
school by a group of young men from Piqua. Eventually it 
was found in The Hollow, a public swimming pool in Piqua; 
the young men were charged with grand larceny. The statue 
had been torn from its base, the face was destroyed, and the 
left arm was missing. In November 1972, Fort Loramie stu-
dents held a marathon dance to raise money to restore the 
statue. Held in the gym, the dance lasted for 17 hours and 15 
minutes, with students collecting pledged money for their 
time on the dance floor.  

It is unclear as to the exact whereabouts of the damaged statue 
in the years that followed, but at some point it was donated to 
the Fort Loramie Historical Association. In 1986 George 
Martin of that organization informed Harry Boerger that the 
statue was in storage in the barn behind the museum.  Harry 
retrieved the statue and began another restoration. He made a 

 

reconstruct the face from pictures and even facemasks of 
Native Americans but couldn’t get the look he wanted. He 
happened to run into Jerry and Jack Robbins of Fort Lo-
ramie, and felt they had the high-cheekbone facial appear-
ance he was looking for. He took profile pictures of both and 
used them as models for reconstructing the face. 

The restored statue was taken to Cast Stone Products in 
Fort Loramie, where Charlie Wendeln painted it. In Febru-
ary of 1987, it was transported with a forklift to the high 
school. Harry had contacted Mel Bensman about having his 
industrial arts class build a case for the restored Indian. 
That task fell to seniors Todd Gaier and Jerry Meyer. The 
Indian was placed in the completed case and stands there 
safe and sound to this day. 

Sources for this article include:  Tom Henke, Harry 
Boerger, The Community Post, and Blog Post No. 53 on 
Main Street. 

Note:  If you have any additional information or correc-
tions to this story, especially concerning what happened to 
the statue between 1968 and 1986, please contact us at re-
porter@fortloramiehistory.com. We would like to preserve 
the complete and correct history of this statue for future 
generations. 
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Charlie Wendeln painting the statue 

new base and par-
tially filled the 
cavity with con-
crete. He tried to 
reattach the arm, 
which originally 
held a 6-foot-long 
bow, but the arm 
was too heavy. So 
he replaced the 
bow with a spear 
that was attached 
to the arm to hold 
it up. He fash-
ioned the spear 
from a broom- 
stick and attached 
his best arrow-
head to the top. 
He tried to 

 

Harry Boerger with the restored statue 



  

Founding Fathers – James M. Pilliod 
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The earliest history of Fort Loramie can be traced, not to the 
Germans, but to the French and English. After Pierre Louis 
de Lorimier left the burnt-out remains of his trading post here, 
another Frenchman who would have a great impact on the 
development of our town came to this area. 
 
James Melchior Pilliod was born in Bourogne, Haut-Rhin, 
France, on January 6, 1787, one of two brothers. He studied 
for the priesthood and was nearing ordination when he 
learned that his brother had been drafted into the Army of 
Napoleon. As his brother was the only support of their wid-
owed mother, James left the seminary to serve his country 
and take the place of his brother in the army. He served in the 
army for seven years and was with Napoleon at his defeat at 
Waterloo. He was wounded seven times in battle, leaving him 
unable to perform manual labor upon his return to civilian 
life. He taught school for several years and married Mary 
Bony in 1815. In 1827, after unsuccessful attempts to get a 
pension for his battle wounds from the new government, 
James decided to immigrate to America with his wife and six 
children. 

James and Mary Pilliod arrived in Stark County, Ohio, with 
40 pieces of gold, half of which he gave to a priest and the 
rest he invested in property. They had three more children and 
lived there until 1836 when they relocated to McLean Town-
ship in Shelby County. Pilliod was drawn to the area because 
of the many French living nearby, especially around what is 
now Newport, Russia, Versailles, and Frenchtown. He appar-
ently had good fortune with his investments in Stark County, 
for it is said he came to McLean Township a very wealthy 
man. He established his farm west of what is now Fort 

 

Loramie and contin-
ued to invest in avail-
able land, becoming 
one of the largest 
landholders in the 
area, at one point 
owning over 4,000 
acres of land in 
Shelby, Darke, and 
Mercer Counties.  

Pilliod purchased 
many building sites 
within the present-
day village, including 
all the land east of the 

James' son Eugene did not move 
north with the family, but re-
mained in Newport and is buried 
in the cemetery there. 

 

canal and south of the Greenville Treaty Line. Lots were 
laid out, and the settlement was called Berlin, a name 
given to it by Pilliod and Charles Schiltz, both of whom 
had come from New Berlin in Stark County.  

Pilliod opened a general store in the newly established 
town, and was one of the founding fathers of St. Michael 
Parish. He was good friends with Father Louis Navarron, 
who stayed with him when he was in Berlin to say Mass 
in Pilliod’s storehouse. 

The Pilliods lived 
in Fort Loramie 
until 1858 when 
they moved to 
Wynant (New-
port), where James 
and his sons Frank 
and Eugene were 
instrumental in 
building the first 
Catholic church 
there. His sons 
opened the first 
store in Wynant, 
and Eugene laid 
claim to building 
the first threshing 
machine in Shelby 
County. 

Sometime before 1867, most of the Pilliod family headed 
north on the Miami-Erie Canal in three canal boats and 
landed in Maumee, Ohio. They settled in Toledo and 
nearby communities.  At Swanton, Ohio, they estab-
lished a lumber company and other very successful busi-
nesses.  They manufactured jewelry boxes, machinist 
tool chests, cabinets, and other quality wood products, all 
under the Pilliod name. If you go to Ebay and search for 
the name PILLIOD, you will find some of their quality 
products listed.   

James Pilliod was a devout Catholic who lived a simple 
life in spite of his wealth. He was very generous with his 
money. He attended Mass every day and prayed the ro-
sary every evening. He died in 1877 at the age of 90 in 
Toledo. He left behind the legacy of a little town he 
named Berlin, and a story that should not be forgotten. 



 
  

Local Museums to Visit: FLHA Artifact Show 
Sunday, April 24, 1:00 – 4:00 

Fort Loramie Elementary School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Featuring a wide variety of artifacts from the surround-
ing area, including arrowheads, pottery, stone tools, 
military items, and more. 
 

Special Presentation at 1:00 pm 
Bob Hunter will be speaking on his book, Road to Wapatomica 
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Please call prior to visiting to check on any 
changes to hours. 

 
Shelby County Historical Society 

Ross Historical Center 
201 N. Main Street 
Sidney, OH   45365 

937-498-1653 
Mon-Fri: 1-5 PM  

Sat: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
www.shelbycountyhistory.com 

 
Anna District Historical Society 

112 W. Main Street 
Anna, OH  45302 
www.adhs-oh.org 

 
Botkins Historical Society 

403 W. State Street 
Botkins, OH  45306 

937-726-2718 
www.botkinshistory.org 

 
Jackson Center Historical Society 

209 W. Pike Street 
Jackson Center, OH  45334 

 
Minster Historical Society 

112 W. 4th Street 
Minster, OH  45865 

419-628-4600 
www.minsterhistoricalsociety.com 

Tue: 10-2, Sun: 1-3, groups by  
appointment  

 
New Bremen Historic Association 

120 N. Main Street 
New Bremen, OH   45869 

419-629-1014 
www.newbremenhistory.org 

 
Ft. Recovery State Museum 

1 Fortsite Street 
Ft. Recovery, OH  45846 

419-375-4649 
800-283-8920 

June-Aug: 12-5 PM 
May & Sept: 12-5 PM Weekends,  

Memorial Day & Labor Day 
www.fortrecoverymuseum.com 

Local Museums to Visit 
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2022 FLHA Meetings – 7:30 at the Museum 
 

January 20 – Board Meeting 
February 17 – Membership Meeting 

March 17 – Board Meeting 
April 21 – Membership Meeting 

May 19 – Board Meeting 
June 16 – Membership Meeting 

July 21 – Board Meeting 
August 18 – Membership Meeting 

September 15 – Board Meeting 
October 20 – Membership Meeting 

November 17 – Board Meeting 
 
Meeting reminders are sent via e-mail. Please provide us with your current e-
mail address for meeting reminders and notices of other Historical Associa-
tion events. 
 

 

Looking for history on our streets and 
street corners, in our parks and even in 
our backyards, Bob Hunter sets out on a 
journey across the Midwest in search of 
memorable moments from the days of 
the old Northwest. Forts, trails, trading 
posts, Native American villages, battle-
fields, gravesites and landmarks are all 
on his radar, as he tries to separate leg-
end from fact, and introduces readers to 
the people he encounters along the way. 
 
Books will be available for sale and 
signing by Bob Hunter.  

Bob’s presentation will be followed by a sneak peek at the 
Wayne’s Legion Research Group’s Fall presentation of their 
findings at the Fort Loramie “fort site.” 



 
 

You can join the FLHA or renew your membership online on our Website at 
https://www.fortloramiehistory.com/membership/. You can pay with a credit or 
debit card or by using PayPal. You also have the option of printing and sending in 
a form from the Website, or you can use the form below and mail it with a check 
to FLHA, P.O. Box 276, Fort Loramie, OH  45845. 

Membership 

Contact us at 937-295-3998         www.fortloramiehistory.com 

 

Help support the Wilderness Trail 
Museum and the Fort Loramie His-
torical Association. We have teamed 
with Kroger, and by enrolling in the 
Kroger Rewards program not only 
will you receive Kroger Rewards 
points to save money on gasoline and 
all of your Kroger coupons, but the 
Fort Loramie Historical Association 
will receive a rewards check as well. 
 
To sign up for Kroger Rewards and 
support the Fort Loramie Historical 
Association go to  
https://www.kroger.com/account/en-
rollCommunityRewardsNow/. Fort 
Loramie Historical Association can 
be found by searching our name. 
 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please 

submit your email address to reporter@fortloramiehistory.com 

 

 
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _________________________________________________ 
 

     _________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone:  _____________________ Cell: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________________ 
 
☐ I am enclosing $12 for 2022 dues   Additional donation:  _________ 
 

I wish to receive the newsletter by MAIL  /  E-MAIL (circle one) 
 


