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A Quarterly Newsletter of the Fort Loramie Historical Association 

On July 23, State Representative Susan Manchester visited the Wilderness 
Trail Museum and presented a 50th Anniversary Commendation to the 
organization. Accepting the Commendation were Charter Members Tom 
and Jan Busse and President Jim Rosengarten. 

 



  

 

 

 

Finding the Fort! 
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There was exciting news for Fort Loramie this summer 
at the discovery of the exact location of the 18th cen-
tury fort after which our town was named. It has always 
been known that General Anthony Wayne’s fort, built 
in 1795, was located somewhere on the Fleckenstein 
farm, just north of the village. But its exact location 
was unknown and had eluded a group of amateur ar-
cheologists who had been searching with metal detec-
tors and digging on the farm since 2013. Many military 
artifacts have been found on the farm over the years, 
indicating activity that supported a fort of some sort in 
the area. But until this year, the exact size and location 
of the fort were unknown. 
 
In 2016 Wayne’s Legion Research Group, led by Greg 
Shipley, located a trash dump area where the garrison 
troops had deposited their trash while stationed at the 
fort. The group spent the next five years excavating the 
dump site and found a tremendous number of artifacts, 
including coins, buttons, gunflints and musket balls. 
But the real goal of the group was to find the actual 
location of the fort, knowing that it wouldn’t be far 
from the dump site. 

In July of this year the group found the first evidence 
of a stockaded fort wall. Greg and his group uncovered 
post holes left from when the fort was dismantled by 
pulling the posts from the ground. The holes had been 
filled with topsoil, which when uncovered left a clear 
outline of where the fort wall ran. Until that discovery, 
the existence of an actual stockaded fort had been in 

Greg Shipley and Wayne’s Legion Research Group will 
continue with their work this fall, as long as weather per-
mits, hoping to uncover portions of the east and west 
walls. They will resume their work next year with the 
goal of uncovering the entire footprint of the fort. As 
each section of work is completed, the excavated area 
will be filled in and seeded with grass; concrete stepping 
stones will be placed to indicate the location of the 
stockade walls. 

 

Topsoil-filled post holes from  
north wall of fort 

doubt, with 
many people be-
lieving that only 
a blockhouse 
used for storing 
supplies was at 
the site. But that 
assumption was 
laid to rest as the 
post holes con-
tinued to be un-
covered, and the 
full length of the 
north stockade 
wall was discov-
ered to be over 
48 feet in length. 
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Museum Visitors 

 

     

 

The third-grade classes from Fort Loramie Elementary visited the Museum in September to learn more about 
their hometown history. There was lots of interest and great questions from the kids!  

 
This summer brought many out-of-state visitors to the Wilder-
ness Trail Museum, including folks from Pennsylvania, Kan-
sas, Iowa, Georgia, California, and Guam. German Heritage 
Days in September also brought in a non-stop stream of visi-
tors to see the museum and our German Heritage exhibits.  
 
 
 

 

founded the Wagler Brickyard in Fort Loramie. 
Both the Keifer and Wagler families were very in-
volved in the Emmanuel Reformed Church in 
town.  
 
The photo below shows the wooden shoe exhibit 
that was on display in September. 
 

The photo on left is of Paul 
Keifer of Salina, Kansas, 
who was visiting our area to 
do family research. He spent 
several weeks here and made 
a number of visits to the mu-
seum’s genealogy room. 
Paul is the great-grandson of 
Peter Keifer and Florence 
Wagler of Fort Loramie. Paul 
is shown holding the Bible 
that belonged to Peter and 
Florence, which is displayed 
in the Music Room at the mu-
seum. He is also wearing the 
wooden shoes that belonged 
to his great-great-grandfa-
ther, Christian Wagler, who 
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Roof Replacement and Electrical Work 
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In August, scheduled upgrades to the roof and electrical at the Wilderness Trail 
Museum were completed. The old roof was around 90 years old and was re-
placed with a newer style metal roof manufactured in Piqua, Ohio. The old elec-
trical dated back to the 1930s and included old knob-and-tube wiring and un-
grounded outlets. Since the electrical work came in under budget, plans are to 
do some additional upgrades in the kitchen, adding new outlets there for more 
capacity at the Christmas dinners. 

This renovation work was possible due to a grant available through the State of 
Ohio Capital Budget program. As members of the Shelby County Historical 
Alliance, our Historical Association was able to apply and qualify for $24,000 
in state re-imbursement for the work. This project has been quite some time in 
the planning, with the original request made in January of 2020. Special thanks 
to Mike Busse, Jr., Chair of our Buildings and Grounds Committee, who has 
been filing the state paperwork and working closely with them as well as con-
tractors Tom and Jerry’s for the electrical and Schroer and Sons for the roof. 

History of the FLHA (continued from last edition) 
 In 1976, the Association purchased a small building 

next to the museum, which had served as a private res-
idence and the town Post Office. The Association 
rented the building to the village to serve as a branch 
of the Amos Memorial Library. Once the new library 
was built in 1992, the small building became part of 
the museum and was used to house the Country Store.  

Additional space was needed, so the Association be-
gan raising funds to build an addition. Their first fund-
raiser was a Colonial Christmas Dinner, held in 1974. 
This fundraiser was so popular, it has continued for 46 
years. The Christmas dinners are held over a four-
evening period in early December. Association mem-
bers, volunteers, and students dress in colonial cos-
tumes as they welcome guests to an evening of elegant 
dining and fine entertainment typical of the period. 
The dinners are an annual event anticipated by the lo-
cal community as well as visitors from throughout the 
area.  

Another fundraiser, German Heritage Days, was 
started in 1977 and continued until 1991. The money 

they raised from their fundraising efforts allowed the 
Association to build a two-story addition in 1987, 
which was attached to the Country Store building. 
This addition provided a large meeting/exhibit area 
on the first floor and much-needed storage space on 
the second floor. The first floor Music Room has 
space for larger items, and houses a Steinway piano 
that belonged to Marie Quinlin, several pump organs, 
several large display cases, and a recently added large 
TV for viewing presentations. 

During the past 50 years, the Fort Loramie Historical 
Association has collected, preserved, and displayed 
numerous artifacts and memorabilia associated with 
the history of our area at the Wilderness Trail Mu-
seum. The museum is open on Sundays from June 
through August from 1:00 to 4:00, and tours are avail-
able for individuals or groups anytime throughout the 
year by appointment. With the help of its many vol-
unteers and a supportive community, the Association 
will continue to fulfill its commitment to preserving 
the history of our area for generations to come.  

 



 
  

Local Museums to Visit: Goffine Handpostille 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mysteries of their faith. This edition of “The Goffine” was printed 
in 1898 by the popular German-American printing firm Friedrich 
Pustet, of Regensburg, New York, and Cincinnati.  

In the book, Goffine provided the readings for each Sunday of the 
liturgical year. On any given Sunday, the Handpostille provided an 
Introduction and Prayer, the Epistle and an accompanying medita-
tion, the Gospel, and questions and answers in the catechism style. 
Part 2 did the same for the important Feast Days and Saints’ Days. 
Part 3 went over the Sacraments and Ceremonies of the Church. Part 
4 explained step-by-step the stages of the Tridentine Mass, and 
ended with various prayers in times of need.  

Many of the early German immigrants to the United States brought 
Goffine’s book with them from the old country. Often they did not 
have easy access to a church when they first arrived. When they were 
unable to attend Mass on Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation, they 
would pray at home and keep these days holy by reading the read-
ings for that day along with the accompanying prayers and medita-
tions.  
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We have many beautiful old Ger-
man print books at the Museum. 
This Goffine Handpostille was 
given to the Uhrich family by Fa-
ther William Bigot (date unknown) 
and donated to the Museum.  

First published in 1688 in Münster, 
Germany, the Goffine Handpostille 
was written for the laity and aided 
German-speaking Catholics in a 
deeper understanding of the 

Please call prior to visiting to check on any 
COVID-related changes to hours. 

 
Shelby County Historical Society 

Ross Historical Center 
201 N. Main Street 
Sidney, OH   45365 

937-498-1653 
Mon-Fri: 1-5 PM  

Sat: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
www.shelbycountyhistory.com 

 
Anna District Historical Society 

112 W. Main Street 
Anna, OH  45302 
www.adhs-oh.org 

 
Botkins Historical Society 

403 W. State Street 
Botkins, OH  45306 

937-726-2718 
www.botkinshistory.org 

 
Jackson Center Historical Society 

209 W. Pike Street 
Jackson Center, OH  45334 

 
Minster Historical Society 

112 W. 4th Street 
Minster, OH  45865 

419-628-4600 
www.minsterhistoricalsociety.com 

Tue: 10-2, Sun: 1-3, groups by  
appointment  

 
New Bremen Historic Association 

120 N. Main Street 
New Bremen, OH   45869 

419-629-1014 
www.newbremenhistory.org 

 
Ft. Recovery State Museum 

1 Fortsite Street 
Ft. Recovery, OH  45846 

419-375-4649 
800-283-8920 

June-Aug: 12-5 PM 
May & Sept: 12-5 PM Weekends,  

Memorial Day & Labor Day 
www.fortrecoverymuseum.com 

Local Museums to Visit 

 

Christmas Dinners – Last Call! 
We’re almost sold out, but still have tickets available for 
Thursday and Sunday evenings. Tickets are $35 each, and 
are sold by the table. Call Jean at 937-295-3998 for more 
information or to reserve a table. 
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There are lots of ways you can help the Fort Loramie Historical Association and 
the Wilderness Trail Museum. Consider some of the opportunities below, check a 
box or two, and return the form to us. Or contact one of the people below for more 
information or to sign up. 

Volunteer! 

Contact us at 937-295-3998         www.fortloramiehistory.com 

 

Help support the Wilderness Trail 
Museum and the Fort Loramie His-
torical Association. We have teamed 
with Kroger, and by enrolling in the 
Kroger Rewards program not only 
will you receive Kroger Rewards 
points to save money on gasoline and 
all of your Kroger coupons, but the 
Fort Loramie Historical Association 
will receive a rewards check as well. 
 
To sign up for Kroger Rewards and 
support the Fort Loramie Historical 
Association go to  
https://www.kroger.com/account/en-
rollCommunityRewardsNow/. Fort 
Loramie Historical Association can 
be found by searching our name. 
 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please 

submit your email address to reporter@fortloramiehistory.com 

 
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

Home Phone:  _____________________ Cell: ___________________ 
 

E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________________ 
 
☐ Events and Activities:  Lynn Gusching – 937-726-5368 
☐ Buildings and Grounds:  Mike Busse – 937-638-0174 
☐ Communications and Publicity:  Ann Stidd – 937-295-2628 
☐ Finance:  Lynn Gusching – 937-726-5368 
☐ Genealogy:  Larry DeLoye – 937-295-2791 
☐ Historical Research:  Karen Anthony – 937-295-2353 
 


