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History of the Fort Loramie  
Historical Association 
 

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of our organization, we thought it might 
be interesting to look back at the past 50 years… 
 
In January of 1971, a group of Fort Loramie residents decided that it would be 
a good idea to make visitors more aware of our town and its history. That 
group, consisting of J. Fleckenstein, George Martin, Anne Busse, and Evelyn 
Busse, felt that the best way to do this would be to rent a hall and show various 
memorabilia of the area, and to have the building open on weekends during 
the tourist season when there were many visitors to Lake Loramie. An invited 
group met several times at the American Legion to discuss the ideas. An asso-
ciation was formed with George Martin as President, Louise Raterman as First 
Vice President, Evelyn Busse as Secretary-Treasurer, and J. Fleckenstein as 
Curator. Other individuals involved were Gary Grimm, Assistant Curator; Pat 
Fleckenstein, Program and Publicity Chair; and Edmund Quinlin, Site Chair. 

Meetings continued to be held at the American Legion. At the first program, 
Frank Willman displayed pictures of the area and enlightened the membership 
with stories of the pictures. The first fundraiser was a Palm Sunday Roast Beef 
and Turkey Dinner, which realized a profit of $307.97.  (continued on page 3) 
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Cape Girardeau Trip 
 

The Historical Association’s bus trip to Cape 
Girardeau and St. Louis will be opened up to the 
general public on July 1. Tell your friends! Call 
Global Escapes Travel in Minster for more infor-
mation – (419) 305-1266. 
 



  

 

 

 

St. Michael Cemetery 
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Land for a Catholic cemetery in Fort Loramie was pur-
chased in 1838, 11 years before construction on the 
first church was begun. Father Herzog, CPPS, Pastor 
of St. Augustine who also served the filial parish of St. 
Michael, officially opened the cemetery in 1848. The 
first burial was actually two years earlier, in August 
1846, when Mary Ann Humer was laid to rest at age 
43. The last burial in the cemetery occurred in 1982 
when Frances Riethman was buried there at the age of 
94. Most of the burials occurred before 1927 when in-
terment began in the new cemetery south of town. In 
1849 construction was begun on a church (the current 
chapel) to the south of the cemetery. 
 
About one-fourth of the tombstones are for infants or 
small children. They are located on the westernmost 
edge of the cemetery. The oldest sites are in the center 
of the cemetery, including that of Father Wilhelm 
Bigot, 1838-1908, pastor of St. Michael from 1874 to 
1903. Father Bigot was responsible for spearheading 
the design and construction of the current church. His 
burial site is in front of the large crucifixion scene. 
 
In 2005, a gravestone identification project was under-
taken by the young people of the parish to identify and 

the graves of the earliest German pioneers of Fort Lo-
ramie and the surrounding area. Most residents of Fort 
Loramie who trace their ancestry to Germany will find 
relatives buried in this cemetery.  

Burial Site of Father William Bigot 

record infor-
mation on all 
gravesites in the 
cemetery. The 
completed re-
port identified 
over 800 grave 
sites of early St. 
Michael parish-
ioners, many of 
whom were im-
migrants and 
founding mem-
bers of the par-
ish.  
 
Beautiful and 
well-main-
tained, this cem-
etery contains 
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On June 17th, at the invitation of the Historical Association, 
author Bob Kuck spoke about his recently released book, 
Blood and Honor – The Life and Times of Fur Trader 
Pierre-Louis de Lorimier. More than 200 people who at-
tended the event learned about the life of Pierre-Louis de 
Lorimier (Peter Loramie) and his family, his time in this area 
and elsewhere, and the challenges in researching and writing 
a book about someone who played an important part in the 
history of our country but about whom not much is recorded. 
Mr. Kuck’s book was available for sale and signing at the 
event. 
 

Artifacts found on the site of Loramie’s trading post and An-
thony Wayne’s fort were also on display, thanks to the 
Fleckenstein family and Greg Shipley. 
 

History of the FLHA (continued) 
On June 20, 1971, the Fort Loramie Historical Associ-
ation was incorporated with the following Board of Di-
rectors:  Thomas Busse, Chairman; Gary Grimm, Pat 
Fleckenstein, and Henrietta Heckman. In August, a 
small log cabin, donated by Mr. and Mrs. Karl 
Rethman, was moved to the north end of Canal Park.  

The organization rented a small building on West Main 
Street from Albert Brucken, where historical artifacts 
were stored. Dedication of that first small museum and 
the log cabin was held in August 1972, in conjunction 
with a country store and street dance.  

Members continued to look for a site to house a perma-
nent museum. In 1973 a building housing a local restau-
rant, Margaret’s Inn, came up for sale. Built in 1853, the 
structure at the corner of Elm and Main Streets had 
served many purposes, including a general store for ca-
nal trade, a boarding house, a tavern, a private home, 
and a restaurant. In May 1973 the Fort Loramie Histor-
ical Association purchased the building and began con-
verting it into the Wilderness Trail Museum. (to be con-
tinued in next newsletter) 

Bob Kuck Presentation 

 

We here in Fort Loramie know him not as Pierre Lorimier, but rather by the 
name of Peter Loramie. Peter Loramie was an integral part of life on our nation’s 
early frontier for 50 years, from the end of the French and Indian War in the 
1760s, up to the beginnings of the War of 1812. There was a wealth of evidence 
to be found on Loramie’s forebearers in Canada as well in the important role he 
played in early Missouri with his work with the French, then the Spanish, and 
later with the Americans. But there was a dearth of documented information on 
Loramie’s years along the creek that today bears his name. Bob Kuck has done 
an outstanding job in filling in the blanks of this fascinating story in his book 
Blood and Honor: The Life and Times of Fur Trader Pierre-Louis de Lorimier, 
which is a historical novel rather than a work of pure history. Anyone with an 
interest in the history of our community of Fort Loramie should be drawn to this 
book.                                                                                         Ken Sowards 

Blood and Honor can be purchased at the Wilderness Trail Museum or  
ordered online at our web site www.fortloramiehistory.com/store.  

Bob Kuck signs copies of Blood and Honor. 
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The Museum recently received a donation of a 19th 
Century pump organ from the Leo Sherman family. 
The A. B. Chase pump organ, built between 1875 and 
1900, belonged to John Joseph Sherman of Fort  
Loramie. It was situated in in the parlor of John’s 
home on the Sherman Pike (State Route 705) through 
several generations until the farm was sold in 1965. 
John’s youngest son Leo loved to play this organ – 
by ear, since he couldn’t read music. The organ re-
mained in Leo’s family until it was donated to the 
Museum in May. 

Sherman Family Donation 
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John Joseph Sherman 

John’s father, 
Henry B. Sher-
man, immi-
grated to this 
area along with 
his parents and 
four brothers in 
1835. Henry was 
the second old-
est child of  
Johann Wilhelm 
Sudhues and 
Anna Maria 
Elisabeth  
Schürmann of 
Ostbevern, Ger-
many. When 

Wilhelm Sudhues married Elisabeth Schürmann and 
moved to the Schürmann farm, he took the name of 
the farm, as was the custom in northwestern Germany. 
He became Wilhelm Schürmann, and their children 
were all named Schürmann. The name became Sher-
man after they immigrated to America.  

Henry B. Sherman married Catherine Ernst, another 
German immigrant; they had five children, Mary Eliz-
abeth, John Joseph, Louis August, Adolph Francis, 
and Francis William, three of whom (John Joseph, 
Louis, and Adolph) survived to adulthood. The oldest 
son, John Joseph, married Mary Magdeline Pelster, 

who immigrated with her parents from Niedersachsen,  
Germany. They had eight children:  Mary Catherine 
[Katie] Thaman, Henry, Joseph Anthony [Tony], Louis 
and Mary Elizabeth (twins); Frances Katherine 
Theiman, William Andrew, and Leo Bernard.  
 

Note:  Johann Wilhelm Sudhues/Schürmann’s older 
brother, Johann Bernard Sudhues, married Anna Ma-
ria Elisabeth Eilermann. When Johann Bernard moved 
to his wife’s farm, he took the name of the Eilermann 
farm as his surname. Bernard Eilermann and his family 
followed his brother Wilhelm Schürmann to this area in 
1840. All of the Shermans and Eilermans in this area 
are related through the two Sudhues brothers. The 
Sudhues farm in Ostbevern, Germany, has been in the 
Sudhues family since 1039; Sudhues family descend-
ants continue to live there to this day. 

 

Sherman Pump Organ in Museum Music Room 



 
  

Local Museums to Visit: 
Please call prior to visiting to check on 

any changes to hours. 
 

Shelby County Historical Society 
Ross Historical Center 

201 N. Main Street 
Sidney, OH   45365 

937-498-1653 
Mon-Fri: 1-5 PM  

Sat: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
www.shelbycountyhistory.com 

 
Anna District Historical Society 

112 W. Main Street 
Anna, OH  45302 
www.adhs-oh.org 

 
Botkins Historical Society 

403 W. State Street 
Botkins, OH  45306 

937-726-2718 
www.botkinshistory.org 

 
Jackson Center Historical Society 

209 W. Pike Street 
Jackson Center, OH  45334 

 
Minster Historical Society 

112 W. 4th Street 
Minster, OH  45865 

419-628-4600 
www.minsterhistoricalsociety.com 

Tue: 10-2, Sun: 1-3, groups by  
appointment  

 
New Bremen Historic Association 

120 N. Main Street 
New Bremen, OH   45869 

419-629-1014 
www.newbremenhistory.org 

 
Ft. Recovery State Museum 

1 Fortsite Street 
Ft. Recovery, OH  45846 

419-375-4649 
800-283-8920 

June-Aug: 12-5 PM 
May & Sept: 12-5 PM Weekends,  

Memorial Day & Labor Day 
www.fortrecoverymuseum.com 

Christmas Dinners are On! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After having to cancel the Christmas dinners last year because of 
COVID, we were informed this year that Mary Dahlinghaus would 
no longer be available to prepare our meals and that the New Re-
naissance Singers, who had entertained our diners for many years, 
had disbanded. There was some concern about whether or not we 
would be able to continue the dinners; but we were fortunate to find 
a cook for the event, and we’re happy to announce that the dinners 
are on and scheduled for December 2, 3,4, and 5!  
 
There will be some noticeable changes this year, as we will reduce 
the number of tickets sold in order to provide more space between 
tables. Tickets will be sold by the table only. There will be no appe-
tizer line; instead, a selection of appetizers will be placed on each 
table. Dinners will be plated in the kitchen, and the servers will bring 
them out; seconds will be offered. We hope that these changes will 
make an even more enjoyable evening for those coming to our 47th 
Colonial Christmas Dinner! 

We’re excited to announce many new changes to our web site. The home 
page now incorporates our Facebook page in a scrollable window so you 
can view current Facebook posts from the web site. A calendar has been 
added to display scheduled meetings, events, and activities. The Store page 

 

has been upgraded to allow 
for the purchase of multiple 
items and multiple quanti-
ties of items. And the Mem-
bership page now allows for 
renewing your membership 
online using Paypal or a 
debit or credit card. Check it 
out!  

 

We need your e-mail address! 
 

In order to save time and money, our primary means of com-
municating with our membership will be through e-mail. If 

we do not have your current e-mail address, or if you are not 
sure, please contact reporter@fortloramiehistory.com.  

We don’t want you to miss out! 
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Updates to Web Site 



 

 

There are lots of ways you can help the Fort Loramie Historical Association and 
the Wilderness Trail Museum. Consider some of the opportunities below, check a 
box or two, and return the form to us. Or contact one of the people below for more 
information or to sign up. 

Volunteer! 

Contact us at 937-295-3998         www.fortloramiehistory.com 

 

Help support the Wilderness Trail 
Museum and the Fort Loramie His-
torical Association. We have teamed 
with Kroger, and by enrolling in the 
Kroger Rewards program not only 
will you receive Kroger Rewards 
points to save money on gasoline and 
all of your Kroger coupons, but the 
Fort Loramie Historical Association 
will receive a rewards check as well. 
 
To sign up for Kroger Rewards and 
support the Fort Loramie Historical 
Association go to  
https://www.kroger.com/account/en-
rollCommunityRewardsNow/. Fort 
Loramie Historical Association can 
be found by searching our name. 
 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please 

submit your email address to reporter@fortloramiehistory.com 

 
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

Home Phone:  _____________________ Cell: ___________________ 
 

E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________________ 
 
☐ Events and Activities:  Lynn Gusching – 937-726-5368 
☐ Buildings and Grounds:  Mike Busse – 937-638-0174 
☐ Communications and Publicity:  Ann Stidd – 937-295-2628 
☐ Finance:  Lynn Gusching – 937-726-5368 
☐ Genealogy:  Larry DeLoye – 937-295-2791 
☐ Historical Research:  Karen Anthony – 937-295-2353 
 


