
 
  

2021 

1st   
Quarter 

 
January- 

March 

 

in this issue >>> 

Wilderness Trail Museum Hours: 
The museum is available to the public for 
viewing at any time by appointment.  The 
museum is open June-August, Sundays:   
1:00 – 4:00 PM. 
 
Museum Address: 
37 North Main Street 
Fort Loramie, OH  45845 
 
Contact Us: 
937-295-3998 
curator@fortloramiehistory.com  
reporter@fortloramiehistory.com 
 
Website: 
www.fortloramiehistory.com 
 
Facebook: 
Ft. Loramie Historical Association 
 
Board of Directors: 
PRESIDENT – Jim Rosengarten 
VICE PRESIDENT – Ken Gigandet 
SECRETARY – Char Henkaline 
TREASURER – Lynn Gusching 
 
AT LARGE: 
Doug Ahlers 
Karen Anthony 
Mike Busse 
Larry DeLoye 
Ann Stidd 
Joe Turner 
 
CURATOR – Jim Rosengarten 

50th Anniversary 

New Board 

Local Cemeteries – Walkup 

Museum Repairs 

Meyer Family Donation 

Museum Updates 

 

the 

New Board Hits Ground Running 
The election of ten members of the Fort Loramie Historical Association Board of Directors 
was confirmed at the general membership meeting on February 18. The newly elected Board 
Members are Doug Ahlers, Karen Anthony, Mike Busse, Larry DeLoye, Ken Gigandet, Lynn 
Gusching, Char Henkaline, Jim Rosengarten, Ann Stidd, and Joe Turner. Jim Rosengarten 
will continue as Curator.  

The Board held two meetings in the first four weeks after its election and has scheduled a 
third. They elected officers as follows: Jim Rosengarten, President; Ken Gigandet, Vice Pres-
ident; Char Henkaline, Secretary; and Lynn Gusching, Treasurer. The Board will be revising 
the Association’s bylaws, at which time it will finalize its committee structure. Some of the 
committees under consideration are:  Buildings & Maintenance, Events & Activities, Finance, 
Genealogy, Communications, and Research & History. The Board is discussing post-COVID 
plans for the Museum, with the hope that large gatherings will be permitted in the not-too-
distant future.  

If you are interested in being a part of this growing organization by joining a committee or 
helping in any way, please contact any of the Board members. They would be happy to hear 
from you! 
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Walkup Cemetery 

Formerly known as Roop Cemetery, Walkup Cemetery was con-
sidered a German Reformed burial site. Located on the northeast 
corner of the intersection of State Route 705 and Brandewie 
Road, about two and one-half miles west of Fort Loramie, it is 
one of three cemeteries in Shelby County located on the Green-
ville Treaty Line. Within Shelby County tax map records, the 
land was originally platted prior to any road in the area. When 
what is now State Route 705 first began as a path along the 
Greenville Treaty Line, that tiny portion of the land where the 
cemetery is now located was cut off from the rest of the land 
belonging to Thomas Waucop, Sr. 
 

 
 
Several of those buried in this cemetery were known to have 
been members of Emmanual Reformed Church. The church 
ceased operations and the building was sold and moved in 1950 
to a location on St. Rt. 66─now the home of Ray and Carolyn 
Drees. 
 
Tracing a few of the most common names in the ceme-
tery─Walkup, Edwards, Roop, Grosvernor, etc.─finds intermar-
riages that seemed to open the cemetery to extended family use. 
For example, Mary Jane Edwards married John Waucop, Sr. and 
thereby opened the possibility of several Edwards’ gravesites. 
The same is true for others. It appears throughout the cemetery 
that someone was related to someone else who had a Walkup 
connection within the confines. To date, no records have been 
found as to why the cemetery would have been called Roop in 
the early days. Though there are stones showing the Roop name 
from their early interments, they were not the first buried there. 
 

The Walkup family name derives from the Scots-Irish sur-
name Waucop. Many members of the Walkup family, 
some with the surname spelled as Waucop, are buried in 
this cemetery. John Waucop, Sr. and his wife, Mary Jane 
Edwards Waucop (Mary Jane was the daughter of Isaac 
Edwards and Jane Mendenhall Edwards who were fea-
tured in the last newsletter), were married on April 3, 
1856, in Shelby County by Justice of the Peace, Joseph 
Mendenhall, Mary Jane’s brother. Sometime between 
their marriage and that of their son, John, the spelling of 
their name was accepted as Walkup and began usage in 
their family. They are buried front and center in the first 
row along Brandewie Road where their name appears as 
“Walkup.” Their son, John Walkup, Jr. and his wife, 
Francheska (Francis) Rieger Walkup, are next to them. 
The spelling of their last name was Americanized within 
the lifetime of this immediate family. 

 
John Waucop, Sr. was born in Ireland on March 2, 1832. 
According to the 1910 U. S. Census, John arrived in the 
United States in 1834 with his parents. Though draft rec-
ords for the U.S. Civil War show that he was born in the 
year 1830, subsequent census reports would indicate the 
1832 date is accurate. As with many settlers, the Waucop 
family first resided in Miami County, then made the move 
to Sidney in Shelby County and finally to their farmstead 
on what is now State Route 705. (continued…) 
 

 
 

Sheila Walkup Turner stands next to the tombstone of her 
 great-grandparents, John and Mary Jane (Waucop) Walkup. 
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One of the early burials in the cemetery was John and Mary 
Jane’s three-year-old daughter, Elinor, who died February 25, 
1850. There were eight children born to the Waucops: Thomas, 
Elinor, Joseph, Milton, Margret, Nancy, John Jr., and Edward. 
 
Among those buried in Walkup Cemetery who were not con-
nected to the Walkup family is Cornelius Wagler, son of Chris-
tian Wagler, noted as Christopher in some records, who was a 
brick and tile manufacturer. The Wagler family immigrated to 
the United States from Germany in 1849. They settled first in 
the Cincinnati area and eventually found their way to Shelby 
County. They were very active in the Emmanuel Reformed 
Church, which could be how the connection was made and the 
cemetery became known as a German Reformed respite. 

Walkup Cemetery continued 

   

Cornelius took over the operation of the Wagler Brickyard 
when his father retired. The brickyard was located where 
the Fort Loramie Trading Post and Wagner’s are today. 
Wagler bricks were used in many buildings in Fort Lo-
ramie, including the old elementary school, and were also 
exported to many other locales via the canal.  

 
Cornelius also built and operated a freight canal boat on the 
Miami-Erie Canal, which he used to haul freight to Dayton 
and Cincinnati. Cornelius was a businessman and served as 
a founding director of The Loramie Banking Company. He 
owned quite a bit of property and sold two of his lots along 
Main Street to The Loramie Banking Company and to L.W. 
Busse for a meat market. He died in 1923 and is buried in 
this cemetery along with his wife Emma. 

 

Members of the Fort Loramie Historical Association 
have been busy making plans and repairs to the 
Museum to ensure we can continue to protect the 
important local historic artifacts inside and provide a 
safe and inviting environment. We have been busy on 
three major projects:  door and window replacement, 
electrical repairs, and roof replacement. These 
important projects are being funded thanks to your 
generous support through the Shelby County tax levy 
that passed last November, through donations made to 
the Association, and through grants from the State of 
Ohio.   

The door and window replacement project was sorely needed to 
address leaking seals, rotted-out frames and rusted-out doors. Units 
replaced in January 2021 included two doors in the Music Room and 
two windows in the upstairs storage room. Other doors have also been 
identified for future replacement consideration. 
 
Additional major projects are being planned for this calendar year 
including electrical repairs to the kitchen area of the museum, and the 
replacement of the metal roof over the main area of the building. In 
addition to these efforts, we are planning for many other projects and 
we will need the community’s help. We are looking for people to 
become supporting members of our Buildings and Grounds 
Committee. If you are interested in learning more about the upcoming 
projects and how you can get involved, please contact Mike Busse, at 
mikebusse85@gmail.com or 937-638-0174. 

Museum Repairs Underway 
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We want to thank the Meyer family for their donation of 
portraits of Heinrich Herman (Henry) and Anna Maria 
Meyer. These portraits along with other items from the 
estate of Leo Meyer were recently given to the Museum. 
Henry was born in 1840 in Egypt, Ohio. He married Anna 
Maria Wente, also from Egypt, in 1868. They lived near 
Willowdell and had seven children: John Henry, John 
Bernard, Joseph, Frank, Elizabeth Katherine, Anna, and 
Mary Caroline. 

Henry’s father, Johann Bernhard immigrated from Nel-
linghof, Germany, to Cincinnati with his wife Anna Maria 
Muhlenkamp and their young son, Johann Friedrich, in 
1834. Two of Johann Bernhard’s sisters followed them to 
Cincinnati in 1835. His parents and another sister joined 
the family in Cincinnati in 1837. Johann Bernhard’s par-
ents and his son, Johann Friedrich, all died of cholera in 
1840 within a two-week period. Johann Bernhard and his 
wife moved from Cincinnati to Egypt, Ohio, with their 
two-year old daughter shortly after that. The rest of their 
children, including Henry, were born in Egypt. 

 

The Meyer house, built in 1296, in Nellinghof, Germany. It is 
still in use and is the oldest house in Nellinghof. 

Meyer Family Donation 

Descendants of Henry and Anna Maria who settled in the Fort 
Loramie area include grandsons Hugo and Leo (sons of Frank), 
grandson Clarence (son of John Henry), and granddaughter 
Clara Meyer DeLoye (daughter of Joseph). There are also 
many other descendants of the immigrant Johann Bernhard 
who settled in the Fort Loramie area, including members of the 
Holthaus, Boerger, and Hilgefort families.  

Note:  There were six Meyer families that immigrated to this 
area from Germany. None were related to each other. In addi-
tion to the Henry Meyer family that settled in Egypt, four fam-
ilies settled in Minster and one in Fort Loramie. The Fort Lo-
ramie Meyers came from Lohne, Germany; their descendants 
include the Vernon Meyer family. In German, the surname 
“Meyer” originally meant steward or overseer of lands, land-
holder or great farmer. Later, the name also came to be used 
to denote a tenant farmer. Meyer is a very common German 
name. 

The study of genealogy, where we came from, how 
we got here, and who we are related to is fascinating. 
The Fort Loramie Historical Association has a gene-
alogy research area that is open to the public. There 
we have many printed genealogy resources, includ-
ing local family histories, marriage and cemetery rec-
ords, as well as online access to Ancestry.com. Con-
tact curator@fortloramiehistory.com for more infor-
mation. 

 
 

 
Henry and Anna Maria Meyer 
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Local Museums to Visit: 
Please call prior to visiting to check on 
any COVID-related changes to hours. 

 
Shelby County Historical Society 

Ross Historical Center 
201 N. Main Street 
Sidney, OH   45365 

937-498-1653 
Mon-Fri: 1-5 PM  

Sat: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
www.shelbycountyhistory.com 

 
Anna District Historical Society 

112 W. Main Street 
Anna, OH  45302 
www.adhs-oh.org 

 
Botkins Historical Society 

403 W. State Street 
Botkins, OH  45306 

937-726-2718 
www.botkinshistory.org 

 
Jackson Center Historical Society 

209 W. Pike Street 
Jackson Center, OH  45334 

 
Minster Historical Society 

112 W. 4th Street 
Minster, OH  45865 

419-628-4600 
www.minsterhistoricalsociety.com 

Tue: 10-2, Sun: 1-3, groups by  
appointment  

 
New Bremen Historic Association 

120 N. Main Street 
New Bremen, OH   45869 

419-629-1014 
www.newbremenhistory.org 

 
Ft. Recovery State Museum 

1 Fortsite Street 
Ft. Recovery, OH  45846 

419-375-4649 
800-283-8920 

June-Aug: 12-5 PM 
May & Sept: 12-5 PM Weekends,  

Memorial Day & Labor Day 
www.fortrecoverymuseum.com 

Museum to Reopen in June

 
 
 

 
Donuts & Dusting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carpet Installer Needed 

The Museum will reopen to the public in 
June, returning to its regular summer hours of 
noon to 4:00 every Sunday, as well as being 
available for group tours and private viewings 
by appointment. In addition, the genealogy 
research area will be open every Tuesday 
morning from 9:00 until noon beginning in 

June. Computer access to ancestry.com will be available as well as re-
search materials, books, family histories, and other materials in our library. 

We’re excited for the re-opening of the Museum. In preparation, we are 
planning a “Donuts & Dusting” day on April 12, from 9:00 to noon! Coffee 
and donuts, as well as cleaning supplies, will be provided! Many hands will 

 

make light work of dusting, window-wash-
ing, vacuuming, and kitchen and bathroom 
cleaning. Please offer to join us for Donuts 
& Dusting, and especially the excitement of 
re-opening, by calling Eileen Boeckman at 
937-295-3347 or Jenni Geise at 937-295-
3725 to let them know you will be there!!  
 

Bob Paulus of Floor Store & More in Versailles has offered to donate un-
used carpet from their St. Michael Church job to the Museum for our 12x16-
foot church room. All we need is someone to install it! If you know of a 
carpet installer who would be willing to donate time to this project, have 
them contact Mike Busse at 937-638-0174.  

 

We need your e-mail address! 
 

In order to save time and money, our primary means of com-
municating with our membership will be through e-mail. If 

we do not have your current e-mail address, or if you are not 
sure, please contact reporter@fortloramiehistory.com.  

We don’t want you to miss out! 
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You can now renew your 2021 FLHA membership online on our Website at 
https://www.fortloramiehistory.com/membership/. You can pay with a credit or 
debit card or by using PayPal. You also have the option of printing and sending in 
a form from the Website, or you can use the form below and mail it with a check 
to FLHA, P.O. Box 276, Fort Loramie, OH  45845. 

Membership Renewal Online 

Contact us at 937-295-3998         www.fortloramiehistory.com 

 

Help support the Wilderness Trail 
Museum and the Fort Loramie His-
torical Association. We have teamed 
with Kroger, and by enrolling in the 
Kroger Rewards program not only 
will you receive Kroger Rewards 
points to save money on gasoline and 
all of your Kroger coupons, but the 
Fort Loramie Historical Association 
will receive a rewards check as well. 
 
To sign up for Kroger Rewards and 
support the Fort Loramie Historical 
Association go to  
https://www.kroger.com/account/en-
rollCommunityRewardsNow/. Fort 
Loramie Historical Association can 
be found by searching our name. 
 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please 

submit your email address to reporter@fortloramiehistory.com 

 
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _________________________________________________ 
 

     _________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone:  _____________________ Cell: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________________ 
 
☐ I am enclosing $12 for 2021 dues   Additional donation:  _________ 
 

I wish to receive the newsletter by MAIL  /  E-MAIL (circle one) 


