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Wilderness Trail Museum Hours: 
The museum is available to the public for 
viewing at any time by appointment.  The 
museum is open June-August, Sundays:  1:00 
– 4:00 PM  
Contact curator@fortloramiehistory.com for 
genealogy inquiries. 
 
Address: 
37 North Main Street 
Fort Loramie, OH  45845 
 
Contact Us: 
937-295-3998 
 
On the Web: 
curator@fortloramiehistory.com 
www.fortloramiehistory.com 
 
Facebook: 
Ft. Loramie Historical Association 
 
Welcome New Members: 
Wouldn’t an FLHA membership be a great 
gift? 
 
FLHA Memberships: 
$12.00 per year (January to December) 
 
Officers: 
PRESIDENT/CURATOR – Jim Rosengarten 
VICE PRESIDENT – Open 
TREASURER – Lynn Gusching 
MEMBERSHIP/REPORTER – Ann Stidd 
ASST. CURATOR – Gina Schmeising-Kramer 
 

Fort Loramie Bank 

Loramie Creek Bridge 

Local Cemeteries – Pioneer 

Meeting Highlights 

Spillway Gate Wheel Donation 

Christmas 

Membership Renewal 

The Loramie Banking Company was 
established in 1904 by four 
businessmen who were co-partners:  
Michael Moorman, Bernard Wuebker, 
William Sherman, and John Boerger. 
It operated out of a building at 14 
West Main Street (currently the home 
of Dave and Rose Marie Aselage) 
until 1919 when a more substantial 
building was erected at 17 North Main 
Street. Operations were again moved 
to a new building at 26 South Main 
Street in 1969. In 1981 the Loramie 
Banking Company merged with the 
First National Bank of Sidney, thus 
ending its 77-year history. 

Many area residents still remember 
the bank robbery attempt of 1962. On 
February 20, while many were 
awaiting the launch of Friendship 7, 
which would carry John Glenn in orbit 
around the earth, a gun-waving bandit 
entered the Loramie Bank with a 
hostage and attempted to rob the 
establishment. Holding Minster auto 
dealer John Westerheide as hostage 
and threatening to shoot unless he was 
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given money, the bandit approached 
75-year-old cashier Herman 
Bornhorst who was behind the 
counter along with assistant cashier 
Paul Ahlers and bookkeeper Joan 
Barge. Herman refused the robber’s 
demand and went for a pistol he kept 
behind the counter, at which point the 
gunman left with his hostage and got 
in the getaway car. Herman followed 
them out of the bank where passer-by 
Vernon Westerhiede took the gun and 
fired several shots at the fleeing 
vehicle. 

 continued on next page 

Loramie Banking Co. – 1908 
 



 
 
 

 

Banking (continued) 
He missed the car, and the bullet went through the dining room window of Ray 
Larger’s house where Ray’s wife Virginia was bathing her baby in a basin on 
the dining room table. Fortunately, the bullet missed her, the baby, and her other 
two young daughters who were in and out of the room at that time, and lodged 
in a door frame. The suspect was later apprehended but never positively 
identified or held accountable for his attempted crime. 

Today the bank building at 17 North Main Street is home to a non-banking 
business, The Loramie Brewing Company, which opened this summer. Owners 
Rick Barhorst and Nick Moeller have incorporated the banking theme into their 
menu with such items as Cash Cake, Home Mortgage Fries, Hold Up Salad, 
Checkbook Chicken, and Loan Shark and Mafia Meatza pizzas. Look for 
pictures, stories, and mementoes from the bank’s history, including the holdup 
gun, to adorn the walls of this establishment in the near future.   

 

 
The Zenas King bowstring bridge that was dedicated 
in Sidney’s Tawawa Park last month once spanned the 
Loramie Creek just north of the village. Known as the 
Loramie Creek Bridge, the double span bridge was 
built in 1879 by the King Bridge and Iron Company of 
Cleveland and is the only one of two such bridges 
known to remain in the state.  
 

 
One of the bridge spans can be seen to the left of the aqueduct. 

 
The bridge initially carried horse and buggy traffic, 
and eventually motorized traffic over the Loramie 
Creek on the St. Marys Pike (State Route 66). It 
paralleled the Miami-Erie Canal aqueduct, which 

carried canal boats over the creek. One of the 
bridge spans and much of the supporting 
abutment were destroyed during the Great 
Flood of 1913. Bernard Brandewie purchased 
and moved the remaining span to his farm on 
Brandewie Road where it spanned Spring 
Creek until last year. Tim Hemmelgarn, the 
current owner of the property, donated the 
bridge to the City of Sidney in 2019. 
 

 
The bridge span on the Brandewie/Hemmelgarn farm. 

You can read more about the dedication of this 
bridge at Tawawa Park in the Sidney Daily 
News article: 
https://www.sidneydailynews.com/news/18763
8/historic-bridge-
dedicated?fbclid=IwAR2zv1BwxU1Ql81pFGQ
0Q7iFM_oKtF2xsxKMvXFhn9VuQob8OIZCa
QsQuMo 

Loramie Creek Bridge 
Bridge 

 
The Loramie Brewing Company 
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Pioneer Cemetery along State Route 66 

 

 

FLHA Member Don Gusching stands next 
to the tombstone of his great-great-great 

grandfather, Isaac Edwards  
 

Pioneer Cemetery 

Pioneer Cemetery, established prior to the Catholic burial ground 
behind St. Michael Church, is the oldest public graveyard in Fort 
Loramie. It is located about one-half mile north of the village on 
the west side of State Route 66. Surrounded by a white fence, it 
contains around 40 tombstones of various ages, though it is 
known there are other unmarked graves. 

Most of those originally buried in Pioneer were early settlers 
who moved here from the eastern states; however, some families 
bury loved ones there to this day. Many original tombstones are 
no longer in place, and efforts are currently being made to find 
more complete burial information for their location. Current 
available records show the following surnames: Brown, 
Robbins, Beach, Maze, McClure, Mendenhall, Edwards, 
Houser, Prillaman, Mann, Baer, Brussell, Chambers, Condo, 
Jones, Mann, and Hasebrook. 

One of the earliest citizens of the area, Christian Prillaman, has 
his final resting place, appropriately, in Pioneer. His grandfather 
immigrated from Switzerland to Virginia and his father served 
in the Revolutionary War. Three generations of Prillamans, 
including Christian and his wife and children, moved to Miami 
County, Ohio, in 1807 and settled in Troy.  

Christian served in the War of 1812. He and his half-brother 
William moved to McLean Township where they were 
responsible for having the town of Berlin (Fort Loramie) 
surveyed in 1837 by Jonathan Counts, with plots laid out along 
Loramie Creek and the future path of the Miami-Erie Canal. 
Christian died in 1839; his wife Elizabeth died in 1851. 

Christian’s brother, son, and daughter left the area and moved 
to Indiana, where his son William entered politics and became 
a Whig Representative to the Indiana Legislature in 1844.  

Also buried in Pioneer Cemetery are Isaac Edwards and his 
wife Jane Mendenhall Edwards. The original Edwards family 
immigrated to America from England in the late 1600s and 
settled in the New England area before later generations 
moved to North Carolina and other locations. 

Isaac was born in 1802 in Miami County and eventually made 
his way to Fort Loramie where he became the first 
schoolteacher in McLean Township. It took Jane and her 
Mendenhall family two attempts to travel from North 
Carolina to Ohio. During their first trek they chose to turn 
back after Indians attacked and killed several members of 
their party.  

Led by a man who would become one of the great 
frontiersmen of the west, the Mendenhalls were among the 
first large group of travelers, accompanied by hundreds of 
men on horseback, to cross the Appalachian Mountains 
through the Cumberland Gap. They initially settled in 
Kentucky, made their way to Miami County, and then settled 
in the Yorkshire area below the Greenville Treaty Line in 
Darke County. Jane and Isaac were married in Miami County, 

lived in Darke 
and Shelby 
Counties, and 
had nine 
children. They 
not only have 
children buried 
in Pioneer, but 
also in Walkup 
Cemetery on 
Route 705 and 
Mendenhall 
Cemetery  
in Yorkshire. A 
number of their 
descendants still 
live in Ft. 
Loramie and 
nearby commu-
nities today! 
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Highlights 
from Recent FLHA Meetings 
 Letters were sent to all patrons who attended last year’s Christmas dinners to let them know that 

 the dinners were cancelled this year because of COVID-19. Dinners will resume in 2021. 
 A quote for replacement of doors and windows in the museum was reviewed. It was decided to replace two exterior doors 

in the music room and two windows in the storage room. Other doors need to be replaced, but work is on hold for the time 
being. The plan is to have the windows installed before the end of the year and doors by mid-January. 

 The Association applied for a Capital Ask grant earlier in the year but was informed that the state will not be issuing any 
of these grants this year because of COVID. The application will be considered during the next grant period in 2022. 

 Inspection of the roof of the main museum building indicated that it was in worse shape than originally thought. Patch 
work was done on several areas that were leaking. Discussion was held on the type of roofing material to use; several 
contractors are being considered for the work. Would like to have the worst part of the roof replaced this year. 

 The gate control wheel from the spillway has been painted and bolted down; signage will be added. 
 New spouting was installed on the barn. 
 The Association received the second check from the tax levy. 
 The Website has been updated to include a new Media page and a Membership page with the ability to sign up and renew 

membership online and pay via PayPal or credit/debit card. Payment notifications will go to Jim, Lynn, and Ann. 
 Volunteers have spent some time reorganizing the music room and barroom, and set up a Christmas tree and a few 

Christmas decorations in the barroom. Wreaths have been hung in the windows, and the town has put our Christmas lights 
on the exterior. 

 

  

Christmas at the Museum 

 

 

 

Even though our Colonial Christmas Dinners and Breakfast with Santa were canceled this year because of COVID, 
some Association members decided that a little Christmas cheer was in order at the museum. A group of volunteers 

cleaned up, rearranged, and decorated the barroom and music room for 
the season, and hung wreaths on the outside of the building. The town 
strung lights on the roofline. Thanks to everyone who helped out! 
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Local Museums to Visit: 
Please call prior to visiting to check on 
any COVID-related changes to hours. 

 
Shelby County Historical Society 

Ross Historical Center 
201 N. Main Street 
Sidney, OH   45365 

937-498-1653 
Mon-Fri: 1-5 PM  

Sat: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
www.shelbycountyhistory.com 

 
Anna District Historical Society 

112 W. Main Street 
Anna, OH  45302 
www.adhs-oh.org 

 
Botkins Historical Society 

403 W. State Street 
Botkins, OH  45306 

937-726-2718 
www.botkinshistory.org 

 
Jackson Center Historical Society 

209 W. Pike Street 
Jackson Center, OH  45334 

 
Minster Historical Society 

112 W. 4th Street 
Minster, OH  45865 

419-628-4600 
www.minsterhistoricalsociety.com 

Tue: 10-2, Sun: 1-3, groups by 
appointment  

 
New Bremen Historic Association 

120 N. Main Street 
New Bremen, OH   45869 

419-629-1014 
www.newbremenhistory.org 

 
Ft. Recovery State Museum 

1 Fortsite Street 
Ft. Recovery, OH  45846 

419-375-4649 
800-283-8920 

June-Aug: 12-5 PM 
May & Sept: 12-5 PM Weekends, 

Memorial Day & Labor Day 
www.fortrecoverymuseum.com 

Members and Volunteers Needed! 
The ongoing success of any community organization requires a large and active 
membership. As we look forward to reopening our doors, extending our hours, 
and resuming our activities next year, we need your help! Renew your 
membership, encourage your friends and neighbors to join, and consider 
helping out with one of the many projects we have undertaken. Check out our 
next issue for ways in which you can help!           5 

New Donation to the Museum 
 
 
 
In 2017 as construction of a new spillway at Lake Loramie was underway, 
Jim Rosengarten contacted Jason Whitman, Manager of Lake Loramie 
State Park, about the possibility of the State of Ohio donating one of the 
sluice gate wheels from the old spillway. After Jason was able to get 
approval for the donation of state property, one gate wheel was given to the 
Lake Loramie Museum and the other to the Fort Loramie Historical 
Association. 

that were used to manually raise and 
lower the gates were removed from 
the spillway structure before it was 
demolished in 2018. 

This past summer, Don Gusching 
and Ken Gigandet secured the gate 
wheel assembly to a new concrete 
pad near the barn behind the 
museum. Our thanks to Rapid 
Development who offered to pick up 
and store the control wheel until it 
was needed, and to St. Henry 
Concrete for making a donation to 
cover a portion of the concrete for 
the pad and sidewalk! 

 

 
Two Gate Control Wheels on Old Spillway 

The concrete 
structure that 
was con- 
structed in 
1908 featured 
a concrete 
straight-drop 
buttressed 
spillway that 
was 220 feet 
long and 15 
feet high. 
Sluice gates at 
the bottom of 

 
Gate Control Wheel on Display 

the spillway were regularly raised to allow water to flow through the 
concrete structure in order to lower the water level in the lake. The wheels 



 

You can now renew your 2021 FLHA membership online on our Website at 
https://www.fortloramiehistory.com/membership/. You can pay with a credit or 
debit card or by using PayPal. You also have the option of printing and sending in 
a form from the Website, or you can use the form below and mail it with a check 
to FLHA, P.O. Box 276, Fort Loramie, OH  45845. 

Membership Renewal Online 

Contact us at 937-295-3998         www.fortloramiehistory.com 

 

Help support the Wilderness Trail 
Museum and the Fort Loramie 
Historical Association. We have 
teamed with Kroger, and by enrolling 
in the Kroger Rewards program not 
only will you receive Kroger 
Rewards points to save money on 
gasoline and all of your Kroger 
coupons, but the Fort Loramie 
Historical Association will receive a 
rewards check as well. 
 
To sign up for Kroger Rewards and 
support the Fort Loramie Historical 
Association go to  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enr
ollCommunityRewardsNow/. Fort 
Loramie Historical Association can 
be found by searching our name. 
 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please 

submit your email address to reporter@fortloramiehistory.com 

 
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _________________________________________________ 
 

     _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ____________________ E-Mail ________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________________ 
 
☐ I am enclosing $12 for 2021 dues   Additional donation:  _________ 
 

I wish to receive the newsletter by MAIL  /  E-MAIL (circle one) 


